
 
 

 
May 20, 2019 
  
Dear Career Center Student: 
  
Congratulations on accepting the challenge of a rigorous and inspiring English class.  AP Language and 
Composition is unlike any class you’ve taken in high school. This college-level writing class will offer you the 
opportunity to demonstrate all of your knowledge from prior studies.  We will write, we will read, and we will 
discuss as we grow together as learners and thinkers.   
  
Our study of writing and rhetoric begins with reading.  Good writers are born from good readers; therefore, we 
believe summer is a time to practice reading habits without daily classroom pressures.  To prepare for our 
academic studies in August, we have chosen a current and relevant text for you to study this summer.  With this 
comes an opportunity to engage yourself as a reader and develop a relationship with the narrative, the global 
themes presented, and the individual words on the page. 
  
This year we’ve selected Educated by Tara Westover (ISBN 978-0399590504).  Westover was named one of 
Time Magazine’s “100 Most Influential People” in May 2019.  In this issue, Bill Gates claimed, “Her unique 
perspective on polarization in America feels especially important right now. ...it touches on common divides in 
our country: red vs. blue states, rural vs.urban, college-educated vs. not.”   
 
While digital copies are available, we ask that you obtain a print version as you will be annotating and utilizing the 
book in class and for assignments.  Consider purchasing your book at our local bookstore, Bookmarks, located in 
downtown Winston-Salem at 634 West Fourth Street #110. The phone number is 336.747.1471. The managers 
have generously offered WSFCS students a 20% discount on books that students are reading for school. Print this 
letter out, and take it with you when you shop! 
 
Assignment:  

1. Read the attached “How to Mark a Book”  by Mortimer J. Adler http://bit.ly/howtomark2019 We 
intend this to be the overall guide for your entire summer reading assignment, as well as a way to consider 
annotations throughout the year.  The article is not a recipe or manual for annotations but rather an 
understanding of how to read and understand books. We sincerely hope this article will help you begin to 
love and interact with books in the way he describes.   

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Educated-Memoir-Tara-Westover/dp/0399590501/ref=sr_1_3?crid=1W6WMCWR0VSYC&keywords=educated+a+memoir&qid=1558625122&s=gateway&sprefix=ed%2Caps%2C131&sr=8-3
http://bit.ly/howtomark2019


 
 
 
 
 

2. Read Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave” http://bit.ly/allegory2019     The purpose of an allegory is to teach 
an idea or principle through the use of heavily symbolic language.  We ask you to read this allegory 
carefully, deliberately in preparation for your reading of the memoir, Educated.  Your goal in reading this 
famous allegory is to engage this idea or principle and take this new found understanding into your 
reading of the memoir.  

3. As you read Educated, your assignment is to comprehensively annotate the text.  Your book will serve as 
the portfolio of ideas encompassing both articles and the memoir.  Your annotations will follow Adler’s 
suggestions of “marking a book intelligently and fruitfully.” Along with your own conversations with 
Westover, you will additionally trace Plato’s allegorical concepts throughout the book.  You will keep a 
running index of page numbers on the end pages of the book. Please use the attached rubric as a guide 
for your annotations. 

**For more information on annotations visit: http://bit.ly/westover2019 for a sample of the author having a 
virtual conversation with herself of the first pages of her book.  Additionally, a sample of annotating can be found 
at: http://bit.ly/annotations2019  

4. The front cover will serve as your personal outline (see How to Mark a Book) of your reading and should 
be written only after finishing the memoir.  We will use this as a measure of your understanding of the 
work as a whole.  Please use the attached rubric as a guide for your outline. 

 
Educated will be our beginning unit of study together. This book was chosen to expand your view beyond the 
classroom, and we hope you will embrace this opportunity.  This story of a profounding dysfunctional family is both 
disturbing and puzzling.    We hope you will be, as we have been, both humbled and captivated by the images and 
issues Westover presents.   
  
This year each high school selected its own assignment for summer reading.  If where you take English changes after 
you receive this letter, it is your responsibility to complete the summer reading assignment for the corresponding 
school.   
  
We look forward to working with you in August.   
  
 
  
            Amy Beveridge      Bill McIlwain  Josh Present 
asbeveridge@wsfcs.k12.nc.us         bmcilwain@wsfcs.k12.nc.us      jbpresent@wsfcs.k12.nc.us 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://bit.ly/allegory2019
http://bit.ly/westover2019
http://bit.ly/annotations2019


 
 

 
 

Please see the rubric below for specific details concerning the grading of your book,  
which will happen on the third day of school. 

 

   Exceptional Annotations   Acceptable Annotations   Developing Annotations 

Allegory  
of  
the 
Cave 

The memoir, Educated, is clearly 
connected to specific passages and 
concepts from Allegory of the Cave. 
These connections are annotated 
consistently through- 
out the entire book and listed with a 
comprehensive index of page 
numbers on the back end pages.   
Minimum 20 connections evenly 
disturbed throughout the book. 
 
 
MAX:  20 points 

The memoir, Educated,  is  
connected to concepts from  
Allegory of the Cave. These  
slightly strained connections 
are annotated throughout the 
entire book and listed with a  
comprehensive index of page 
numbers on the back end  
pages.  Minimum of 15 
connections evenly distributed 
throughout the book. 
 
MAX: 10 points 

There is an indication of  
the connections between  
the memoir Educated,  and  
the Allegory of the Cave. The 
connections may be quite 
loose and lack specificity. 
There is an index of page 
numbers on the back end 
pages with at least 10  
connections throughout 
the book.  
 
MAX: 5 points 

Inside 
front  
cover 

This is the place for “fancy thinking.” 
“Outline the book, not page by page 
or point by point but as an integrated 
structure, with a basic unity and an 
order of parts.  This outline is...the 
measure of [your] understanding of 
the work.”   
 
 
 
 
MAX: 20 points 

 An outline of the book exists 
inside the front cover of the  
book.  The outline may rely  
too heavily on a page by page 
or point by point analysis and  
fail to indicate an  
understanding of the unity of 
the text.  The outline 
suggests a less insightful 
understanding of the 
work. 
MAX: 10 points 

An outline that suggests  
a superficial, incomplete,  
or rushed reading of the 
text. The outline may  
be too short, overly 
simple, or suggest a  
significant misreading of 
the text. 
 
 
 
MAX: 5 points 

Annotat
ions 

 “The pages are filled with your  
notes; [it is clear] that you read 
actively.” We expect you to have “set 
down your reaction to important 
words and sentences you have read, 
and the questions they have raised in 
your mind.” Annotations should 
indicate “a conversation between you 
and [Tara Westover]” 
Not every page needs annotation; 
however, annotations are clear and 
purposeful and readily present 
throughout the entire book. 
MAX: 60  points 

Either the quantity OR the  
quality of the annotations is 
lacking. Extended sections of  
the text may be excluded or  
serve only to summarize rather 
than engage the author in 
conversation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAX: 40 points 

Annotations are primarily  
symbols and underlining  
with little to no indication  
of an attempt to further 
understand and engage  
the text.  Large portions of 
the text may also be  
neglected. 
 
 
 
 
 
MAX: 20 points 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


